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4 of 4 review helpful One of the canonical Great War memoirs By Timothy Williams Barbusse s Under Fire can be 
compared to Remarque s All Quiet On the Western Front although published earlier and during the war The narrator 
relates the travails of the men in his unit as they endure tedium behind the front physical deprivation alienation from 
command estrangement from civilians resentment of shirkers and other universa Based on his own experience of the 
Great War Henri Barbusse s novel is a powerful account of one of the greatest horrors mankind has inflicted on itself 
For the group of ordinary men in the French Sixth Battalion thrown together from all over France and longing for 
home war is simply a matter of survival lightened only by the arrival of their rations or a glimpse of a pretty girl or a 
brief reprieve in the hospital Reminiscent of classics like Heming One of the most influential of all war novels Henri 
Barbusse AElig s La Feu appeared in 1916 agrave and sold 200 000 copies in French History Today About the Author 
Henri Barbusse 1873 ndash 1935 
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