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1 of 1 review helpful A monumental novel one of the best of the decade By Peter J Orvetti Thisis a monumental work
that merits its comparisons to Tolstoy and other great chroniclers of war and love via prose It is not without flaws but
is nonetheless one of the most important novels of the decade The central story is an old and simple one and in fact |
first found thisto be the book s main failing The October 1936 Spanish architect Ignacio Abel arrives at Penn Station
the final stop on hisjourney from war torn Madrid where he has |eft behind his wife and children abandoning them to
uncertainty Crossing the fragile borders of Europe he reflects on months of fratricidal conflict in his embattled country
his own transformation from a bricklayer rsquo s son to a respected bourgeois husband and professional and the all
consuming love affair with an American w From Booklist Starred It is 1936 War weary Spanish architect Ignacio Abel
travels mdash from Valenciato France to New Y ork and then finally by train into the wooded Hudson Valley mdash
to alifesaver of an
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