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14 of 14 review helpful Maid as Muse Rocks By Elizabeth Oakes Although Emily Dickinson rarely left her home after 
about the age of thirty she lived in a bustling household that included her sister and several household servants among 
them Margaret Maher who worked for the family for decades Only three incidents out of the many Murray elucidates 
suffice to show Maggie s importance to Dickinson and to her subsequent read In Maid as Muse A iacute fe Murray 
explodes the myth of the isolated genius and presents an intimate densely realized story of joined lives between Emily 
Dickinson and her domestic servants Part scholarly study part detective story part personal journey Murray rsquo s 
book uncovers a world previously unknown an influential world of Irish immigrant servants and an ethnically rich one 
of Yankee English immigrant Native American and African American maids and labo ldquo The daring of Murray 
rsquo s quest and the even handed generosity of her spirit are matched by the vitality of her own prose rdquo mdash 
Adrienne Rich 
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