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6 of 6 review helpful Hidden in History By Roger Brunyate The word history contains another word within it story In 
Italian the two words are the same La Storia This is the title of Elsa Morante s huge novel of 1974 which contrasts the 
history of the Second World War and its aftermath with the story of a poor family in Rome so marginal as to have no 
chance of appearing in any history books at all Her initial p History was written nearly thirty years after Elsa Morante 
and Alberto Moravia spent a year in hiding among remote farming villages in the mountains south of Rome There she 
witnessed the full impact of the war and first formed the ambition to write an account of what history the great 
political events driven by men of power wealth and ambition does when it reaches the realm of ordinary people 
struggling for life and bread The central character From Library Journal Written in 1974 but first published in the 
United States in 1977 this was Morante s first novel in 18 years As the cryptic title indicates the theme of this novel 
said LJ s reviewer is how history obscures individual lives Though the 
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