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95 of 96 review helpful The paperback version is not the full book By Customer This copy produced by LLC is not in 
fact the actual book by Nevil Shute but a poor abridgement of it It clocked in at 207 pages 23 lines per page versus 320 
pages at 33 lines per page in my 1957 edition It reads like the book condensed for English language learners First line 
second paragraph has gone from He woke happy and it The story is set primarily in and around Melbourne Australia in 
1963 World War III has devastated most of the populated world polluting the atmosphere with nuclear fallout and 
killing all human and animal life in the Northern Hemisphere The war began with a nuclear attack by Albania on Italy 
and then escalated with the bombing of the United States and the United Kingdom by Egypt Because the aircraft used 
in these attacks were obtained from the Soviet Union the Sov Shute s most considerable achievement Daily Telegraph 
The most evocative novel on the aftermath of a nuclear war The Times Fictions such as On the Beach played an 
important role in raising awareness about the threat of nuclear war We stared into 
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